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duce " the debtor l.   In this respect the system of inter-
municipal reprisals is analogous to that of modern inter-
national reprisals 2;  and the individual who was made to
answer for the default  of a fellow-burgess would bring
pressure to bear upon the recalcitrant debtor to ensure
that the debt was discharged and his own losses refunded,
The procedure ordinarily adopted was for the authorities
of the town, to which the creditor belonged, to approach the
debtor's court with a request for the payment of the debt3 ;
if justice were not done, they proceeded after repeated
warnings to take action by seizing the goods of any trader
of the offending community who repaired to their midst.
immunity       The custom by which the wayfarer passing through a
distraint    *own could be called to account for the acts of others was
not only extremely injurious, but also restricted the freedom
of commercial intercourse.    This is seen in the complaint
of the men of Hereford that, owing to " frequent wrongful
arrests for debt" in Wales, " they are compelled to cease
passing through Wales for the practising their occupation
of merchandise " *.    It rendered merchants exposed at any
moment to the dangers of arbitrary arrest or seizure of their
goods for debts of which they were neither pledges nor
sureties, and active steps were therefore taken to obtain
immunity from wrongful distraint.   In some towns the
burgesses made payment of a debt due to a stranger a
communal liability, meeting it out of the common funds,
and afterwards recovering it with interest from the debtor
or taking his house into their hands5.    In others the citizens
endeavoured to protect themselves by compelling the debtor
to repair the mischief which his fellow-burgesses had suffered
from his default.   At Yarmouth, if a debtor refused satis-
faction to a neighbour distrained on his account, he " was
cast out of the community " 8; and at Leicester the bailiffs
1 Records of Leicester, i. 163.
* Gierke, Genossenschaftsrecht, cited Select Pleas in Manorial Courts, i. 135.
3  Sharpe, Calendar of Letters, passim.
4  Hist. MSS. Comm. i$th Rep. App. iv. 287.    For complaints in the
Hundred Rolls against the practice, see (e.g.) Lord J. Hervey, The Hundred
Rolls, Lothingland, Suffolk (1902), 71, and J. P. Yeatman, The Feudal History
of Derbyshire (1889), ii. sect. iii. 66.
6 Bateson, Borough Customs, i. 126-127,                       * Ibid. i. 117.